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UNLESS THE AMERICANS VANT II To HAPPEN. HOSTILITY TOVARD AMERICANS
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COULD BECOME A SERIOUS PROBLEM IF CONTINUED VC ATTACKS IN SAIGON. -
SHOULD REQUIRE STRONG u;S. COUNTERMEASURES IN HEAVILY POPULATED
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AREAS, WITH'A RESULTING HEAVY TOLL IN CIVILIAN CASUALTIES AND PRO-
PERTY.DAMACE._END SUMMARY. f,f§j 2 ,~-Ar .'r~ . “ - r¢w¢JIA>

1. THIS REPORT ATTEMPTSTO coLLATE VIETNAMESE OPINIONS TOVARD THE REC
EVT ATTACHS EY VIET CONG YVC) FORCES 0N THE CITY-OP SAIOON. (PROVINCIAL
ATTITUDES VILL RECOVERED IN A SEPARATE REPORT.) NATURALLY, IT IS DIFF-

'ICULT TO CENERALIZE ABOUT POPULAR PSYCHOLOGICAL REACTIONS, ESPECIALLY
TO A STIMULUS OF SUCH SUDDENNESS,_COMPLEXITY AND MACNITUDE. EACH INDIVI-
DUAL HAS SEEN BUT A SMALL PART OF THE OVERALL PICTURE; HIS FIRST REAC-
TIONS HAVE BEEN SHAPED LARCELY BY THESE LIMITED PERSONAL EXPERIENCES,
OCCASIONALLY COLORED BY ESTABLISHED PREJUDICES_0R INTERESTS. THOSE
VHO HAVE SUFFERED HEAVY PERSONAL LOSSES UNDERSTANDAELY HAVE DIFFERENT
EMOTIONAL FEELINGS THAN THOSE VHO HAVE MET THE DANCER VICARIOUSLY.
FINALLY, IT IS NECESSARY To-DISTINCUISH EETVEEN ATTITUDES VHICH ARE
SHORT RUN AND SUPEREICIAL AND THOSE VHICH VILL HAVE LONGfiLASTING
EEEECT. MORE OVER, SOME ATTITUDES ARECONDITIONED PRIMARILY BY THE
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.. o ‘ '° " . l .-' n .- .- . I‘. I: . ‘ . . . . . . I - u I ' .

_ 4 _! p-r p ' .‘ . .0 ‘ ‘ ,' ° . '_. o " ' " ' - . _- - . g. I . - ., '
. f .. .. ' - - .- - - ‘ -' ' ' ' 1'' ._ . _ __ I . .._. . ‘ o _ '. .1}, - - . a.

.. o ‘ . . a- ' " ' "‘ ’. - ' .‘ i . ' I ‘- ’. . D

. 'J‘ ' . Hp: . Q ' I u ‘ ' o ‘-

. . u . . I -' .
. -I l' . _ " u o -._ .- ' I f t_ ‘. . . . . . . a
'. '. ‘ ._ X. , S . ' ‘ . , _ . ,I I ‘ .

‘ f“ . ,"'”Appr"0ved for Release: 2019/01/17 000193265_____..



• S =.,t'E T 

1.S{c) 
3.4(b)(1) 

tcln ui;'!ca.tion J 

DESIRE TO GAIN PERSONAL POLITICAL ADViANTAGE OR TO ADVANCE A -PET IDEA 

OR PIQUE. 'IT WOULD BE UNREALISTIC TO:-.EXFECT •·· .OTHERWISE. 
'. . . 

2. OPINIONS, OF COURSE, .ARE. BASED.-ON WHAL.PEOPLE. THINK THE SITUA-
. . 

TION rs, AND THIS-MAY ~E ·QUITE DIFFERENT FROM ACTUAL FACT. IN ANY 

rAST MOVING AND LARGE'-SCALE OPERATION· RUMORS ARE .ALWAYS RAMPANT, A . . . . . . . 
. . 

CONDITION WHICH CONTINUES PREVALENT nN SAIGON AT THIS TIME. THE 
• . . ~ f 

! 

G~NERAL LACK OF. NEWSPAPERS DURING MUCH OF. THIS PERIOD 9 AND THE PROBLEMS . . 
-INCU~RED BY RADIO SAIGON, HAVE ADDED TO THE ACUTE lAC~ OF FACTUAL IN-. . 

FO~MATION AVAILABLE TO THE GENERAL _PUBLIC AND, -INDEEDi TO MOST ELITE 
. • • • I· 

. . . .. 
G~CU?S. ANY ANALYSIS ALSO SUFFERS FROM THE LIMITED SAMP~ING ·OF· 

. . . . 

O?INIONS AVAILABLEo WHILE THERE HAS BEEN A SIGNIFICANT ;-AMOUNT .. OF . . . 

~:::?GRTING, THERE ARE ALSO OBVIOUS·GAPS~ -ALTHOUGH OPINIONS.HAVE 

BE:::N RECORDED FROM. A GOOD CROSS SECT ION OF-THE POP.ULATION, IT WOULD BE 

JIF'rICULT FOR EXAMPLE, TO COME TO .DEFINITE. CONCL·USIONS AT THIS TIME 
. . ... .... . . 

1 ·.,. 

AS TO DIFFERENCES IN GROUP VIEWS, ~ETWtEN CALHOLICS AND BUDD-. 
. .. 

HISTS 1 BEIWEEN NORTHERNERS.ANti _SOUTHERNERSp ANp BE~WEEN THE WEALTHY 

P,KJ Tr.E POORo DESPITE THESE AND OTHER LIMITATIONS 111E BELIEVE 

IT IS POSSIBLE TO MAKE CERTAIN GENERALIZATIONS AND:HAZARD SOME INTER-

P?::::TATIONS. 
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DESIRE TO GAIN RERSONAL POLITIOAL ADVANTAGE OR TO ADVANCE A.PET IDEA
OR PIQUE. ‘IT NOULD BE UNREALISTIO TO EXFEOTFCOTHERNIsE.ZL

2. OPINIONS, OF_COURSE,:ARE.BASEDroN'NHRTJPEQPLE THINK THE SITUA-_.
TION IS, AND THIS MAY BE°QUIIEHDINFERENTHFRQMACTUAL FHCI.'IIN_ANY

_FAST MOVING AND LARGE¥SCALE OPERATION-RUMORS ARE ALWAYS RAMPANI, A

OONDITION NHIOH CONTINUES PREVALENT IN SAIgON AT THIS TIME. THE
GENERAL LAOH OE NENSPARERS DURING NUOH OE THIS PERfQD, AND THE PROBLEMS
INCURRED BY'RADIO SAIGON,.HAVE ADDED TO THE ACUTE LAOH 0F FACTUAL IN— -'
EORNATION AVAILABLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIO'AND; INDEED; TO HOST ELITE

G) LU C)-UPS. ANY ANALYSIS ALSO SDEEERS FROM THE LINITED SAMPLING OF .
RINIONS AVAILABLE.§ NHILE THERE HAS BEEN A SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OFC.)

REPORTING, THERE AREALSO‘OBVIOUS'GAPSE gALTHOUGH OPINIONS_HAVE

BEEN RECORDED FROM A GOOD CROSS SECTION OF THE POPULATION; IT WOULD BE

DIEEIODLT FOR EXAMPLE; T0_COME'IO.DEFINITE;CONCLU51QN$ AT THIS TIME
AS TO DIFFERENCES IN GROUP VIEWS, BETNEEN CALHOLIOS AND BUDD-'
1-:
Hi. U} BETNEEN NORTHERNERS AND SOUTHERNERS;.AND BETNEEN THE WEALTHY

3)

I IS,
NO THE POORS DESPITE THESE AND OTHER LIMITATIONS NEBELIEVE

II IS POSSIBLE TO MAKE CERTAIN_OENERALIZATIONS AND HAzARD-SONE INTER-
PRETATIONS.
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3. FOR .THE PURPOSE OF ORD.ERL Y ANALYSIS WE HAVE· DIVIDED THE RE PORT 

INTO MAJOR SUB-SECTIONS: - ATTITUDES OF THE ·vIETNAMESE TOWARD THE 

VIET CONG, ATTITUDES OF THE VIETNAMESE TOWARD THEIR GOVERNMENT, AND 

ATTITUDES OF THE VIETNAMESE TOWARD THE AMERICAN PRESENCE. 

"ATTITUDES OF THE· VIETNAMESE TOWARD THE VIET CONG" 

4. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT. AND. PERHAPS THE DECISIVE 

FACTOR IN THE F°AILURE OF. THE VC MASTER PLAN HAS BEEN THE ALMOST TOTAL 
. . 

LACK OF POPULAR SUPPOR~ FOR THE VC_EFFORT. PRACTICALLY.ALL SOURCES 

COXr1ENT ON THE REFUSAL OF. THE POPULACE TO SUPPORT THE VC CALL FOR A ... 
?O?ULAR UPRISING 7 EVEN IN THOSE PORTIONS OF THE CITY ~HIGH WERE 

TE~; PORAR IL Y UNDER VC CONTROL. TO THE CONTRARY,· THERE IS EV I DENCE 

Tr.AT INDIVIDUAL CITIZENS TOOK CONCRETE ACTIONS TO OPPOSE THE VC. SIG-

Nif I CA NTL Y, MANY OF THESE ACT IONS WERE TAKEN BY VIETNAMESE FROM , 
' 

TH£ LOW INCOME GROUPS, THE VERY CLASS THE VC WERE COUNTING ON FOR MAX-, 

IMUM SUPPORT. IN ONE CASE, THE VC TOOK REFUGE IN A CYCLO DRIVER •s 

HOI1E IN GIA DINH o THE CYCLO DRIVER MANAGED-TO ESCAPE, DIRE CT ED ARVN 

FORCES TO HIS HOUSE AND TOLD THEM TO DESTROY IT IF NECESSARY TO GET 

RID Or THE VC. A GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM (GVN) POLICE REPORT STATES 

T~AT INDIVIDUALS IN THE BACHA DISTRICT DENOUNCED SUSPECTED VC MEMBERS 
·., 

TO THE AUTHORITIES, AND IN HANG XANH DISTRICT, GIA DINH, THE VILLAGi::RS 

R::PORT CLASS S~i 

sc.;,ltEr 
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5. FOR THE PURPOSE OP_ORDERLY ANALYSIS VE HAVE DIVIDED THE REPORT
INTO MAJOR SUB¥SECTIONS: :ATTTTUDES OF THE VIETNAMESE TOVARD THE‘

. VIET CONG, ATTITUDES OF THE VIETNAMESE TOVARD THEIR GOVERNMENT, AND '
ATTITUDES‘OF THE VIETNAMESE TOVARD THE AMERICAN PRESENCE.

. '"ATTITUDES OE THE VEETNAMESE TOVARD THE VIET CONG" '
A. —THE MOST SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT AND PERHAPS THE DECISIVE

FACTOR IN THE FAILURE OF THE VC MASTER PLAN HAS BEEN THE ALMOST TOTAL
LACK OF POPULAR SUPPORT FOR THE VC;EPPORT.' PRACTICALLY ALL SOURCES
COMMENT ON THE REFUSAL OP THE POPULACE TO SUPPORT THE VC CALL FOR A
POPULAR UPRISING, EVEN IN THOSE PORTIONS OE THE CITY VHICH VERE
TEHPORARILY UNDER VG CONTROL;‘ TO THE CONTRARY, THERE IS EVIDENCE
THAT INDIVIDUAL CITIZENS TOOH CONCRETE ACTIONS TO OPPOSE THE VC. SIG—
NIEICANTLY, MANY 0F THESE'ACTIOEsVERE TAKEN BY VIETNAMESE PROM , '
THE LOV INCOME GROUPS; THE VERY CLASS-THE VC VERE COUNTING ON EOR MAX-
IMUM SUPPORT. LIN ONE CASE; THE VC TOOH REFUGE IN A CYCLO DRIVER'S

HOME IN GIA DINH°"'THE CYCLO DRIVER MANAGED T0 ESCAPE, DIRECTED ARVN

EORCES TO HIS HOUSE AND TOLD THEM TO DESTROY TT IF NECESSARY TO GET
RID OE THE VC. A GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM (GVN) POLICE REPORT STATES
THAT INDIVIDUALS IN THE BACHA DISTRICT DENOUNCED SUSPECTED VC MEMBERS
TO THE AUTHORITIES, AND IN HANG XANH DISTRICT, GIA_DINH;_THE VILLAGERS
REPORT CLASS SWf—fl.fig. - 1.5{c)
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ATTACKED SUSPECTED VC MEMBERS WITH STICKS AND.CAPTURED SIX OF THEMo .· .. 
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IN OTHER CASES CITIZENS REPORTED THE PRESENCE ·oF A VC UNIT ON A ROAD 
' ' 

LC:ADING TO THE QUANG TRUNG MILITARY TRAINING CENTER IN HOC MON DISTRICT, 
. . :•' .· . . 

GIA DINH, AND VILLA~ERS IN· GIA DINH A(ERTED PQLICE THAT A ~OMPANY-. . . . .. 

SIZ~D VC UNIT PROBABLY WOULD LAUNCH AN ATTACK ON A POLICE FIELD FORCE. 
·····~ \7i',. : ·. · __ :~~- .· .. ·: '; · · 

SfILL ANOTHER SOURCE,A BUDDHISf, REPORTS'J1iAT.,~;.,INCIDENTS OF THIS SORT 
. • . .·.\- .-'': .. '. .. ··1.· ...... ~ .••• ··: . 

HAVE BEEN FAIRLY COMMON IN THE CATHOLIC ~REAS OF THE CITYo FINALLY, 
.,- ,:·· . ; ' '· . ' .: j ' ' 

A VIETNAMESE ARMY COMMANDER SfATEO TJ-iAT:.,IN ALL HIS VISITS TO SUBORDI-
=·: .. -.:.. . :·. :_ .. . .. 

NP.TE UNITS HIS LIEUTENANTS HAD INFORMED. HIM T}{AT _THEY HAD SEEN NO 

EVIDENCE OF POPULAR SUPPORT FOR THE VCo.···. 

5o SUCH DIFFERING POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS PERSONALITIES AS IRA~ 

VAN T UYEN, THIGH TAM GIAC AND NGUEYN VAN NGAI FEEL THAT THE VC 

3ADLY MISREAD THE MOOD OF THE PEOPLE AND, CONSEQUENTLY, WERE SORE:LY 

DISAPPOINTED BY THE ALMOST TOTAL LACK OF SUPPORT AMONG ALL POLITICAL, 
' 1 ' 

R~LIGIOUS AND ECONOMIC GROUPINGSo SOME VIETNAMESE BELIEVE, AS DOES 

~~SAI, THAT WHILE THE VC MAY HAVE.WON A PSYCHOLOGICAL VICTORY ON THE 

INT~~NATIONAL SCENE, IT HAS SUFFERED A NET PSYCHOLOGICAL LOSS IN ITS 

O\·J;~ 3ACKYARD. : ·: ;(;: . : .. , . . .. 

6. THERE ARE SEVERAL CONTRIBUTING EI..EMENT S IN THE "NET LOSS" o THE 

VC SURELY LOST CONSIDERABLE SYMPATHY BY .VIOLATING THE SPIRIT OF TET. . .. . . :.• . 

.-\··. ·~\ .. ·. °:,_.;::: 
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ATTACHED SUSPECTED VC NENBERS wITH STICKS AND CAPTURED SIX OF THEMS
IN OTHER CASES CITIZENS REPORTEDTHBPRESENCEQOF A VC UNIT ON A ROAD
LEADING TO THE OUANG TRUNG NILITART TRAINING QENTEB IN HOC NON DISTRICT,
GIA DINH; AND VILLAGERS_IN'GIA DINH ALERTED POLICETHAT A COMPANY-
SIZED UC UNIT PROBABLYINOULD LAUNCH AN ATTACRIONIA POLICE EIELD FORCES
STILL ANOTHER SOURcayA BUDDHIST, REPORTSF??§§§&N¢T§E§ZSIOF THIS SORT
HAVE BEEN FAIRLY CONNON IN THE CAEHOLICiAfiERS OE gfiE CIDITYIo FINALLY,
A UIETNANESE'ARNY COMMANDER STATED EHAfiINIALL HTS VISITS TO SUBOROI-
NATE UNITS HIS LIEUTENANTS HAD INEORNEDQHIN THAT THEY HAD SEEN NO
V’DENCE 0F POPULAR SUPPORT FOR THE.vC¢u13' " w[‘1

5° SUCH DIFFERING POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS PERSONALITIES AS TRAN
NAN TUYEN, THICH TAN GIAC AND NGUEYN vAN.NGAI_FEEL THAT THE VC
SADLT NISREAD THE NOOD OF THE PEOPLE AND, CONSEQUENTLY,_NERE SORELN

C") :SAPPOINTED BY THE ALNOST TOTAL LACK OE SUPPORT ANONG ALL POLITICAL,
RELIGIOUS AND ECONOMIC GROUPINGSE‘ SOME VIETNAMESE BELIEVE, As DOES
NGAI, THAT NHILE THE vC MAY HAvE NON A PSYCHOLOGICAL.VICTORT ON THE
INTERNATIONAL SCENE, IT HAS SUPPERED A NET PSYCHOLOGICALILOSSIIN ITS
ONN BACKYARD. . 'Ty . ”Q.. '_ _ I

6. THERE ARE SEVERAL CONTRIBUTING ELEMENTS IN TflEi”NET LOSS"° THE
VC SURELY LOST CONsiDERABLE SYMPATHY BYJVIOLBTINGIEHEISRIRITIOF TET°
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THIS VIEW IS WELL SUMMED UP IN THE STATEMENT OF A MIDDLE-AGED 
' . . , ,: ' 

VETNAMESE NURSE _WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY EX_PRESSED TOLERANCE FOR VC ACTS 
r . :·: . : ·- . •: . . 

BECAUSE. ~'THAT IS THE.WAY ALL .. SOLDIERS ACT." '-SHE SAID~ ... THE VC DELI-. . .. . .. 

BERATELY SPOILED TET BY KILLING '.INNOCENT ::CIVILIANS AND. BURNING HOMES. 

THEY DID IT AT A .TIME· WHEN· .. ALL .VIETNAMESE.~ANT A FEW DAYS OF PEACE 
. . . . 

AND CELEBRATION WITH THEIR FAMILIES. ALL THIS WOULD BE BAD AT ANY 

T rnE BUT IT IS VERY' VERY BAD TO DO ·sucH THINGS AT TET. EVERYONE WITH . ' : . \ . 
WHOM I HAVE TALKED IS VERY ANGRY AT THE VC AND FEELS IT WILL ALSO .... 
BRING BAD LUCK FOR THE COMING YEAR. IT IS LIKE AN EVIL MAN BEING THE 

... 
FIRST GUEST OF A FAt'lIL Y ON TET, 1.IHICH MEANS EVIL AND BAD LUCK FOR 

.. !.· 

THt: REST OF THE YEAR." 
: ~ ,,,,..-

. . . 
7 •. SEVERAL SOURCES HAVE EXPRESS~D THE VIEW.THAT THE VC BROKE A 

MYTH WHEN THEY RENEGED ON THEIR PROMISE FOR A SEVEN-DAY TEI TRUCE. 

r:~:ESE SOURCES CLAIM TO HAVE TALKED WITH A NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO PRE-
. _.,:, 

V~OUSLY BELIEVED VC STATEMENTS BUT NOW SAY THAT THE VC WILL NO LONGER 

3E TRUSTED. IN SIMILAR VEIN, FOR_THE FIRST TIME MANY PEOPLE IN 

SAIGON WERE ABLE TO COMPARE STATEMENTS MADE ON THE NATIONAL LIBER­

ATION FRONT CNFLSV) RADIO WITH NFLSV ACTION, AS EXEMPLIFIED IN THE 
: ... 

VICIOUSNESS OF THEIR ATTACK ON THE CITY. THE·· difaDIBIL.ITY OF NFLSV 

RADIO BROADCASTS HAS SUFFERED. ONE SOURCE STATED THAT MANY OF HIS 
. : . ) 

FRIENDS \vHO HAD LISTENED TO ,THESE·BROADCASTS REALIZED THAT THE INFOR-
• .. • • ' .' I ,• ·• • 

.... 

S E~E T 1.S{e) 
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THIS VIEV IS WELLfiEUHMED:0E IN THE STATEMENf 0F.R NIDDLELABED
VIETNAMESE NURSE_VHO HAD PREVIOUSLY EXPRESSED TOLERANCE FOR Vc ACTS '
BECAUSE'NTHAT IS TREfVAY RfiLLS0LDiERS'A0T.":fiSHEMSAibgifTHE VO DELI-
BERATELY SPOILED'IET BY KILLING INNOCENT001VILIRNS AND BURNINGHOMES.
TREY DID IT hTia TIME VHEN ALL VIETNAMESE WANT A FEV DAYS OF PEACE
AND CELEBRATION VITH THEIR FAMILIES. fimL THIS VOULD BE BAD AT ANY
TIME BUT IT IS VERY, VERY BAD TO DOSDOH {RINGS AT TET.F EVERYONE VITB

‘DRON IHAVE TALKED IS VERY ANBRY AT THE Vc AND FEELS IT VILL ALSO
BRING BAD LUCK FOR THE OONINO TEARS; IT IS BIKE AN EVIL NAN BEING THE
FIRST GUEST OF‘A FAMILYTON.1ET; VHTOH MEANS EVIL AND BAD LOOK FOR
THE REST OF THE YEAR."31""1"' "1 Z: " “ " ' ' ' ;;

1 7. :SEVERAL SOURCES HAVE EXPRESSED THE VIEV THAT THE VC BROKE A
NYTR VHEN THEYRENEGED 0N THEIRPRONISE FOR A SEVEN-DAY TET TRUOE. ~
THESE SOURCES OLAIN TO HAVE TALKED WITH A NUMBER OF PEOPLE VHO PRE—
VEOUSLY BELIEVEvc STATEMENTS BUT NOV SAY THAT¢EHE VC VILL NO LONGER
BE TROSTED. IN SIMILAR VEIN, FOR_THE FIRST TIME NANY PEOPLE IN
SAIBON VERE ABLE TO COMPARE:STATENENTS NADE ON THE NATIONAL LIBER-
ATION FRONT (NFLSV) RADIO WITH'NFLSV ACTI0N1 AS EXENPLIFIED IN THE
VIOIOUSNESS OF THEIR ATTACK ON THE CITY. IRE OREDIBILITY OF NFLSV
RADIO BROADCASTS HAS SUFFERED.ONE SOURCE STATED TRATNANY OF HIS
FRIENDS VRO HAD LISTENED TO THESE BROADOASTsEALIEED_TB I THE INFOR-
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~AT ION GIVEN WAS UNTRUEo INSTALLATIONS REPORTEDLY WIPED OUT HAD SUFF-

C:RED ONLY SUPERFICIAL DAMAGEo . PRED.Icfro~:~,_:::~~DE\i~iD,-:~OT ·'COME TO PASS. ·· .. ; . - . . 
·•• \ ,l . • / •:•: . L •r:\ • :._ •~ :,i • •.: • ; • .. ; ·- • • • 

VI~TNAM~SE ALSO EXPRESSED ANGER THAT THE VC SHOULD USE PAGODAS, 
' • •,,: • . ! i, • • ' : • ·: • • ; i" ~• .• · ,• :: ·•,.'. I• 1 ••, •• ' • • I 

;{05PIT ALS, AND RESIDENTIAL AREAS AS .SANCTUARIES- AND COMMAND POSTS. 
·~ .. · ,} ,.1.<·_..-.;_;· .. ~-::.:~~ ·.-:· ·-- .· .· .· 

THE 

'.\2:T EFFECT OF I HE V C ATTACKS MAY BE. TO PUS~ MAN'(_ RE~IDENT OF THE 
·• : .. ~ . . . . ... . . . 

CA?ITAL WHO PREVIOUSLY STRADDLED THE FENCE INTO AN ANTI-VC POSTURE • 
. . . .. :"' . . 

8. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE ATTACKS BROUGHT A NEW APPRECIATION OF 
. . . . >. ;,;. ·' •. ' ; . ., . 

VC CA?A3ILITIES TO MANY URBAN DWELLERS WHO HERETOFORE HAD FELT RELA-. <~ .. . .... .- ... >.. ~ .. < . . . 
TIVELY L:fTLE PRESSURE FROM THE ENEMY.· FOR THE FIRST TIME MANY CITI-

_!\ '• . 
1~:.·_ 

ZENS IN SAIGON CAME FACE TO FACE WITH THE~·ENEMY AND EXPERIENCED FIRST 
0 i . 

HAND THE TERRORISM ·AND DESTRUCTION FROM WHICH THEY HAD PR.EVIOUSLY 

--- T rt.!.... .. IY!M UNE. 

. ; ... . . . 

RESPECT FOR VC CAPABILITY HAS GROWN AND WITH IT A LATENT . . . 

FEAR OF THE VC. MOST VIETNAMESE WERE SURPRISED THAT THE VC HAD THE 
,.: . . 

A3ILITY TO LAUNCH WIDESPREAD 1 SIMULTANEOUS ATTACKS OF SUCH INTENSITY 9 

COORDINATION AND AUDACITYG 1.S{c) 
. . . -- . • 3.4(b)(1) 

~AS NOTED THE· DIFFICULTY .IN ASSESSING CURRENT ATTITUDES 

sr:~CE MANY PEOPLE ARE ST ILL. iN A "STATE ·or SHOCK. HIS USE. OF THE I;/ ORD 

v.'AS NOT FIGURATIVE. HE BELIEVES THE EXTENT T.O WHICH THE VC HAS BEEN 
' . • ! . ! . . . ·;• .. ; . ..·. '~ . ·. .. . 

.48:...E TO DISRUPT THE LIFE OF SAIGON HAS IMPRES
0

SED 'Most PEOPLE. · IN 
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(c!a.,~!~~/ (dfa:,em C011trol!) 

-- . . .. --·· ..... _,. .... 

THIS SENSE THERE IS NO QUESTION BUT THAT THE VC GAINED AN INITIAL 
. .· . ··: :;·::;. ' . . ,.,-

PSYCHOLOGICAL VICTORY. DESPITE THE ENHANCED CAPABILITY OF THE VC, A 
,. 

NUMBER OF SOURCES HAVE STATED THAT THEY HAVE FOUND NO INCREASE IN .-. ·, . :: 

SENTIMENT AMONG VIET~AMESE joR A·~OALITIO~ GOVERMENT WITH THE VCo . . . 
9. INCREASED CONCERN OVER THE NEWLY REALIZED CAPABILITY OF THE VC 

. . 
HAS A POSITIVE ASPECT SINCE IT COULD LEAD TO AN INCREASED UNDERSTANDING 

OF THE NEED FOR STRONG CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND PERHAPS FOR MEASURES 
··. . .: : . . : 

NEEDEJ TO ORGANIZE EFFECTIVE DEFENSE .AGAINST.THE NEWLY APPRECIATED . . ··:, ... 
~••-:• ... .-.~•••_ii•: -~• \:.J .. ·•. •~ I 

. ~ . . . . 

- . . . . ~ 

"ATTITUDES OF THE VIETNAMESE TOWARD.:THEIR GOVERNMENT" 
. ' 

10. AS MIGHT BE EXPECTED, THE ATTITUDE OF THE ·vIETNAMESE TOWARD 
.,. 

THEIR GOVERNMENT. SEEM~ M __ IXED~>oN Tt{E ONE HAND, THE GVN IS FAULTED FOR 
,, . ·:·. ~ 

HAVING BEEN CAUGHT UNPREPARED, FOR NOT HAVING ADEQUATE INTELLIGENCE OF 

VC PLANS, INTENTIONS AN.D CA~ABILITIE·S •. A VIETNAMESE- ~:~~(1) 

CO~MENTED THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD LOST MUCH POPlI'. .. AR SUPPORT BECAUSE . . 
, 

IT HAD NOT MOVED MORE FORCEFULLY AGAINST THE VG WHILE THEY WERE "ENR~JT:: 
I 

TO SAIGON". _CLAIMS THE ATTACKS "REVEALED 1'/EAKNESS AND 

INE:~FECT IVENESS" OF THE GOVERNMENT SECURITY APPARATUSo 

1.S{e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

11. IN CONTRAST, A NUMBER OF SOURCES ABSOLVE THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
. . 

CnARGE OF INEFF'ECT IVENE~S AND PRAISE TH{ REACT !'ON OF THE ARVN FORCES. 
, . 

. . . -- . ' ~ .... ' ' 

. -· i -··-· ~ ..• 

-: . ,.·- '.·. .... 
,:.-_ 

··-·· --·:--·--.· ·: .. ...... :· . .-·i::~ 7\""···•··· · ... 
. . : . .. ~ . . . 

. . 
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THIS SENSE THERE IS NQW§UESIIONEUI THAT THE vc GRINED AN INITIAL .
PSTCH0E0010AL VICICNTEi:DESPiIE THE ENHRNCED CAPABILIT; OF THE UC, A
NUNEER 0F SOURCEsiflaiSIREFDiTHAT TN I HAVE FOUNDNO INCREASE IN
SENTIMENT’AMONGjNIEtNfiMESE EoR A COALITIONGOVERMENT NITR THE 00;

9. ‘INCREASEb CONCERN 0UER THENEUEY.REALIZED CAPABILITY 0E THE UC
HAS A P0SITIUE ASPECI SINCE II COULD LEAD I0 AN'INCREASED UNDERSTANDING
OF THE NEE0 F0R STRONG CENTRAL CCVERNNENT AND PERHAPS FOR MEASURES
NE (“'1 DEC T0_0RCANIZEEEPECTIUE DEFENSE AGAINST THE NENIY APPRECIATEU

.-_.¢ |' .- "t; ‘k' . o ..
. - . . “" ‘L‘EN -<3’1 . _. _.'..

C ' . r! .
.

m

. ‘ _

"ATIITUDES OF THE VIETNAMESE T0NAR0 THEIR fiOUERNMENNI«
10. AS NIGHT BE EXPECTED, IRE ATTITUDE OF THE VIETNAMESE T00AR0

THEIR eovERNNENT SEEMS fiAXEDEI$ONTfi§ ONE HAND,-THE GUN IS fAULTED ECR

HAVING BEENCAUCHT UNfREPARED, P0R N0T HAVING ADEQUATE INTELLIGENCE 0E
v0 PLANS, INTENT ION'S-AN'DCAPABiL'ITIE‘SE‘flA VIETNAMESE- 95%;“)
CCNNENIED THAI IRE 00VERNNENI HA0 LOST NUCH POPULAR SUPPORT BECAUSE
IT RAD NCT NovED N0RE FORCEFULLXQREAINSI THE 00 NHILE THEN NERE "ENRCUT:
T0 SAIsoN". —_CLAINS THE ATTACKS "REVEALED NEAKNESS AND 38(1)
INEPPECTIUENESS"_0P THE_GOVERNMENI SECURITY APPARATUS°

11. IN CONTRAST, A NUMéEtFeUfiCES ABSOLVE THE GovERNNENT_0P IRE
CRARCE OF INEFFECTIVENESS AND PRAISE THE REACTICN 0E'TRE ARVN FORCES.
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WHO WITNESSED THE VIET CONG ARRIVING IN SAIGON 1.S{e) 
3.4(b)(1) ••. ; ::\.-.:;•: • .'_ I < 

o:~ TH: NIG!-ff OF 30 JANUARY OVER THE B+EN HOA BRIDGE, ·Ar· FIRST 
.:. ·'. .-_· .. ':·. '.·. 

T;-{QUG;{I THEY WERE ARVN TROOPS STAGING A COUP9''.HE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH 
,•. :, . .: ·: . ~: ·\ ;_ ·_.;>;--; -~. . .. : : ·: ~ 

AI Fi~ST HE WAS ANGRY AT THE GOVERNMENT FOR ITS INABILITY to PREVENT 
', • ,' • ; . I ·! • 1 { ....... :• .• •,: .. •,:. r: :· :•. ! I; 

THE VC FROM ENTERING S~IGON, HIS ANGER VANISHED WHEN HE LEARNED HOW 
• ~ • :_. i __ ; \. _· ··:: :: :. • • . :/:. -~. • .·... • • • • •· ., ,. • 

WIDESPREAD THE VC ATTACKS WERE. 
. ~:· . 

'·'-15 SATISFIED WITH THE 
-.i,;. •• 

... _:- :s- ·. .. ~ -~ ~ ,, . . 1, ' .. 
ACT IONS OF THE GVN AND THE ARVN IN REACTING· TO THE VC OFFENSIVE. 

~ . : . . . . . ~ -s:.rs THAT THIS FE.tL\_~G IS SHARED BY M.AN)' OF' HIS :·coLLEAG_~·{s.··: · 

ALSO HAD EXPRESSED HIS SATISFACTION WITH .THE ARVN 

~.::ACTION. -A FORME·R-~O~FIC_ER,' SPENT ONE_.·.NIGHT ·ou~ING THE 

THE JOINT GENERAL· STAFF". OPERATIONS CENTER o . LOWER HOUSE . ... . 

::~:•132:RS . _tlAVE SPOKEN APPROVINGLY OF 

· ;.,C'i IONS TAKEN 8 Y THE. GVN SO FAR.· A NORI HERN 
. . . 

C . .;T:-iOLI_C, AGREES. ALTHOUGH HE 'FAULTS THE GVN FOR. POOR CONTINGENCY 
.~ . . 

HE SUPPORTS MOST DF ITS ACT IONS TAKEN· IN RESPONSE·. TO THE VC 
. . 

12. THE SPECTRE OF· A COMM UN IST TAKEOVER HAS AFFORDED 

c;::2TAIN PRO:•lISING DEVELOPMENTS. .IT HAS CLEARLY TENDED TO MUTE MINOR 
. ·. 

?CL IT I CAL DIFFERENCES · AND· GENERATE ·A SEMBLANCE OF' SUPPORT· FOR THE 

- - _('~- T '::;;-r..,.,-r..- . 

-· . . ,:•:-::· . 

ANGER ~T vc_ PERFr6~.WIL~ 

.. 

. . ' 
,. ' 

NOT, HOWEVER,'·AUTOMATICALLY BE 
::: :_,.-:,: -:: ·\:</?{:; :r :~ :> .. ~: . 

·_· r . _. ...... . 
' 

. '. ~ .' ....... . : : : ' . : . . . ~ ·: .•' . . . · .... ·: _.-_: _-·~: ,. ·. :_ 
•··. :·· ... _. :- ' : .· . 
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1 .

- .A- an.

—NHO NITNESSEO NETS-YET.EQWTRRIVm9 IN SAIGON 38(1)
ON THE NIGHT .017 3O JANUARY OVER THE IBIEN HOABRIOGE,AT’PIRSI
THOUGHT THEY HERE ARVN TROOPS ST AGINGACOUPHESAIO THAT ALTHOUGH
AT PIRST HE WAS ANGRY‘AT THETGONERNNENTT {766.11%TIi-‘N‘Téfi-LI-TY 'TO PREVENT
THE vc PRON ENTERING SAI‘GIOINN'H'.I‘S;‘RNGI_E.RT VANISHEONHEN HE'HLEARNEO HON

.'J-_. 1' )NTOESPREAO THE UC ATTACKS HERE.“ fl 3%)“)
-_Is'smmm we:

ACTIONS OP THE GVNAND THE AFTVN IN.RE.ACT.:I'N‘GTT'OTIH'EL.HVDC: OFFENSIVE. -
SAIO THAT..TTTT‘SI'IFETEJIfi-‘G IS SHARED BY “ANY OF "HIS'.‘COI.:_L.EAG,UE'SC-
_—‘ALSO HAD EXPRESSED HIS SATISFACTION NITH THE ARV'N ’
REACTION. -A PORNE'R—joPPICERysPENT ONE‘.INIGHT:OURING THE
ATTACH AT THE JOINT GENERAL. STAFFéQPERATIONS CENTER; ,LONER HOUSE" 1.58:)
E‘EZ::133R8_.5AVE~"SPTJKEN'AT’PROVINGLY 0F ' 3'43”“) .

'P.CTIONS TAHEN BY THE' GVN SO PARS__ANORTHERN .
CATHOLIC, AGREES. ALTHOUGH HE'FAULTS.THEGVNFOR POOR CONTINGENCY
P=ANNING, HE SUPPORTS MOST OF ITS ACTIONS TAKEN IN RESPONSE TO THE UC
I. ‘ ' -' ' ". ..

H“HRaT. . ,
12.' THE SPECTRE OF‘IA COMMUNIST TAKEOVER EMS AFFORDED

CERTAIN PROHISING DEVELOPMENTS. IT HAS CLEARLX TENOED TO MUTE NINOR

POLITICAL DIFFERENCES'AND'GENERATE‘A‘SEMBLANCE QF SUPPORT-EOE THE

'iJhw: mug"
o i.‘ ' —',. .. V. . . . 1; {Mg .5 :. _I ‘3: ; . ;. _' _ ' 1 )

h T..- f‘ :- T v.:'H:-‘lz':l:: ::;'.."'" ' ‘. .5{€2-“ .~---_ 3.4(b)(1)
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GOOERNNENT. IANGER AT VC‘PERFIOYLWILL NOT. HONEOER,jAUTONATICALLYSE

...... .. .,........-...,__............._....._ ....- -_ . ..._.,.......-._... ._...._.__..,_.._..-.._.-..._......-.....,... -.-.....a.. ._

' Apprdvéd for Releas‘ez"'2019/O1/17COO193265 - - -=-



. . S~~-E-T - . 
(c!c:ssif.cation) (di.,um controb) 

··- ..--- ·-

-· . 

1".S{c) 
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(KANS~ORM£D 'INTO AtTIVE AND POSITIVE SUPPORT FOR THE THIEU/KY ADMIN­
I~~ATION, NOR WILL THE PRESENT COMMENDABLE INTERACTION AND SUPPORT 

. . '. . . . . . ~ . . 

FOR THE ~OVERNMENT BY THE viRIOUS RELI~IOU~ AND po{ITICAL GROUPINGS . , ... ·,. . . ·• . : 

.· . 

-,_HAS ALREADY INDICATED HIS WILLINGNESS ·TO SUPPORT THE GVN TO THE 

C:XTC:NT OF ESfABLISHING RECEPTION CENTERS FOR REFUGEES, HE HAS REFUSEu 
. . ; '· 

TO MAKE A PUBLIC STATEMENT DENOUNCING THE VC FOR THEIR WIDESPREAD 

ATTACKS OR URGE HIS FOLLOWERS NOT TO·SUPPORT THE VC. HIS REFUSAL ~J 

ISSUE SUCH A STATEMENT IS PRO~ABLY RELAiED TO HIS DESIRE TO A00ID ANY 

CO:•l?ROMISE OF HIS TRADITIONAL OPPOSITION TO THE PRESENT THIEU-KY REGIMEo 

13. IN SHORT, WHILE THERE ARE A NUMBER OF EXAMPLES OF TEMPORARY 

BACXiNG FOR THE GOVERNMENT DURING THIS DIFFICULT PERIOD, THERE IS NO 

~VIDENCE TO DATE THAT ANY IMPORTANT INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP IS SUBLIMATING 

VITAL INTERESIS. NEVERTHELESS, THERE. 'lS THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE 

S:-:OCK AND CHALLENGE PRESENTED BY THE VC ATTACKS .MAY .. GALVANIZE THE . ' 

GOV~~l'l~·lENT TO ACT ION AND PROVIDE SUFFICIENT POPULAR ENTHUSIASM 

TO t(AINTAIN FORWARD MOMENTUM AFTER THE IMMEDIATE CRISIS HAS PASSEDo 

140 TH~ CLTIMATE REACTION OF THE PEOPLE WILL DEPEND HEAVILY ON THE ... . 
WAY THE GOVERNMENT HANDLES THE CRISIS FROM NOW ON. QUICK RESfORATION 
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TRANSPORNEO‘INTO*ACTIVE AND ROSEFIJE SUPPO '— -fi$n _ _ _ RT FOR THE THIE -
“'IDiflATIQN, NOR UILL THE PRESENT CONMENOAELE INTERACTION ANS/EEP%EE%N '

. FOR THEGOUERNNENT EYTHE VARIOUS RfLiGiOUé ANDPOLITIOAL GROUPINGS
NEOESSAPILY LEAOTo”LONGfTERN:CQPPERATI N ORTHéibIfiINUTION 0F EAOTION—

_ ALIS-Y2.- ONE:EXAMFLE{1"RISLT‘H0-1J-GHHM'11-.IlzTRNLI-niBHLIIIS’UIQRIST... LEADER_ ' 3238(1)
-HAS ALREADY INOIOATEO'HTIS'. NILL'INGN'ESSTO'SUPPOR'T‘THE GUN TO. THE

EXTENT OPESTAELISHING RECEPTION CENTERS FOR REFLGEES, HE HAS REPUSEO
TO MAKE APUELIO STATEMENT OENOUNOING THE VC POR THEIR WIDESPREAD
ATTACKS 03 URGE HIS EOLLONERSNOT IO'SUPPORT THE vc.° HTS REFUSAL 73

ISSUE SUCH A STATEMENT IS PRUERBLY'RELAffiD TO HIS DESIRE TO AOOIO ANY
OOHPRONISE OFHIS TRAOITIONAL OPPOSITION TO THE PRESENT THIEU-HY REGIME.

15. IN SHORT, wHILE THERE ARE A NUMBER OF EXAMPLES OF TEMPORARY

UJ ACKING FOR THE GOVEORN'MEN-T DURING THIS DIFFICULT PERIOD, THERE IS NO

I”
l-VTOENOE TOOATE THAT ANY IMPORTANT INDIVIDUAL 0R GROUP IS SUSLINATING

UITAL INTERESTS. NEVERTHELESS. THERE'IS THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE
SHOOR ANO CHALLENGE PRESENTED BY THEVC ATTAOHS MAY EREVANIZE THE
GOUERNNENT TO ACTION ANO PROVIDE SUFFICIENT POPULAR ENTHUSIASN
TO MAINTAINIRRNARO NONENTUN AFTER THE INNEOIATEORIsIS HAS PASSED.

14. THE ULTIMATE REAOTION OF THE PEOPLE wILL DEPENO HEAVILY ON THE
NAY THE GOVERNMENT HANOLES THE ORISIS EROM NON CN.: QUICK REsTORATION
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v:;:~T!~P,i•]ESE PASTIME,. CRITICISM OF OTHER VI~TNAMES~.·- HARDLY ANY SsN:OR. 
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DIVIDE VIETNAMESE AND.IMPAIR THEIR ABILITY TO COOPERATE WITH EACH 

OTHER REMAIN STRONGo 

TC THE 

'~TTITUDES OF THE VIETNAMESE TOWARD AMERICANS" 

ALTHOUGH THE OVERALL REACTION OF THE VIETNAMESE IS FAVORA2L~ 

ROLE PLAYED BY THE UNITED STAIES FORCES DURING THE RECENT VC 

AT:ACKS, A SURPRISING NUMBER OF VIETNAMESE APPARENTLY BELIEVE, OR PR~­

TEND TO BELIEVE, THAT. THERE MAY HAVE BEEN COLLUSION BETWEEN THE U~Sa AND 

THE VC. ON 3 FEBRUARY A MEMBER OF THE LOWER HOUSE STATED ON THE FLOG2 
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. IMPLYING THE AMERICANS. A NUMBER OF SOURCES HAVE STATED THAT MANY. 

VIETNArlESE BEL,IEVE THAT .THE u.s._' SUP.PORTED THE vc AND .PERMITTED THEM 

TO COME INTO SAIGON JN.ORDER 10 FORCE THE PRESENT G6VERNMENT INTO AN 

UNWANTED COALITION WITH THE NFLSV. ·SURPRISINGLY, THESE VIE\rJS ARE 
. - . . ' . . .·' . . 

•' . 

HELD SY A NUMBER OF'VIETNAM:E~E \rJITH RESPONSIBLE POSITIONS-AT THE 

MIDDLE LEVEL OF THE GOVERNMENT AND MILITARY HIERARCHY. 

1.S{e) 
3.4(b){1) 

,. . 

2;. TELLS OF-A NUMBER OF VIETNAMESE WHO HAVE CALLED 
1:S{c) 
3.4(b)(1) 

AT HIS HOME TO ASK HIM ABOUT THE .AMERICAN ROLE IN._THE VC ATTACKS ON 

SAIGON. SOME OF THEM HAD _HEARD THAT THE AMERICANS HAD PROVIDED THE VC 

WITH TRANSPORT.AT I ON. TO. BR IN~·:\HEI~. TROOPS INT. 0 SA.IGON; PRE~LlM.ti:BL Y T 0 
' 

PRESSURE THE GVN INTO AGREEING to A COALITION GOVERNMENT. OTHERS 
•. 

M'.GNG THE VIETNAMESE VISITORS HAD HEARD THAT THE "HAWKS" IN THE u~s. 

HAD MANEUVERED THE VC INTO MAKING THE ATTACK ON SAIGON ·SO THAT THEY 

COULD GAIN SUPPORT FOR ESCALATING THE WAR. SOME HAD THE OPPOSITE 
' 

VE. 1.:J; IT WAS THE "DOVES" WHO INSTIGATED THE ATTACK SO THAT .THEY .. . 

COULD CAPITALIZE ON THE ENEMY SHOW OF STRENGTH AND .. RESULTANT CASUALTIES 

TO A?.GUE FOR AN EARLY SETTLEMENT OF THE WAR •. '1 

2~'.SlMILAR FLIGHTS.INTO FANTASY WERE DESCRIBED'TO OTHER SOURCES BY . . 
A WIDE CROSS SECTION OF VIETNAMESE. ONE SOURCE STATES THAT HE HAS 

TALKED WITH AT 

S-E-c/E-T-
LEAST TEN OFFICERS IN THE ARVN WHO· BELIEVE THAT THERE 

• 

0 

. 

. ·•· : .. 
'. . ·: . . . '. -·-

...... _______ _ 
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-

. 1.S{c) 
3.4(b)(1) 
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PTENPLYINGTHE AMERiCANS.: A NUMBER OP.SOURCES HAVE STATED THAT MANY'
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"

15(6)
SNmu)
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. VIETNAMESE BELIEVE THAT THE_U.§J SUPPORTED THE VC AND PERMITTED THEM
'TO COME INTO SAIG0NIM ORDER 10 PORCE THE PRESENT GoVERNMENT INTO AN H

UNwaNTED COALiTION WITH THENFLSV.:'SURPRISINGLY, THESE VIEVS ARE
AHELD BY ANUMBER OP VIETNAMESE VTTH RESPONSIBLE POSITIONS.AT THE_
MIDDLE LEVEL OP_THE GOVERNMENT AND MILITARY HIERARCHTV_' ;. 14%” .

2;, -?ELLS"OP..A NUMBER OF VIETNAMESE VHO HAVE CALLED 3.409(1)
AT HIS HOME TO ASK HIM AaouT THE AMERICAN ROLE IN THE VC ATTACHS ON'_
SAIGON.' SOME OF THEMHAD HEARDTHAT THE AMERICANS HAD PROVIDED THE VC
VITH TRANSPORTATION'To'GRINGETHEIR'TROOPS INTO SAIGON;_PRESUMADLY TO
PRESSURE THE SUN INTO AGREEifiGNTOA COALITION GOVERNMENT. OTHERS

AMONG THE VIETNAMESE VISITORS HAD HEARD THAT_THE THAVHS" IN THE Ugs.

HAD MANEUVERED THE VC INTO MAKING THE ATTACH ON SAIGON SO THAT THEY
COULD GAIN SUPPORT PORESCALATTNG THE WH§. SOME HAD THE OPPOSITE
VIEV; IT HAS THE "DOVES" VHO INSTIGATED THE ATTACH SO THAT.THEM_ 1
COULD CAPITALTZE ON THE ENEMY SHOV 0F STRENGTH AND RESULTRNT CASUALTIES
TO ARGUEAMOR AN EARLYSETILEMENT‘dF-IHE VAR.‘ Z '._ ‘ _

2?.SIMILAR FLIGHTS.INTO FANTASY MERE DESCRIBED TO OTHER spURCES BY
SA VIDE CROSS SECTIONOF ViETNRMESF. -ONE SOURCE STATES THAT HE HAS

TALHED VITH AT LEAST TEN OFFICERS IN THE ARVN VHO BELIEVE THAT THERE_
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• S-E;I'-E-T 
( clcs,1/icatlon) (d(Bem c;,ntrob) 

1.5{c) 
3.4(b)(i) 

'•~A Y nAVE BEEN co LL usroN BETWEEN u. s~ AND·.::i}d;~-;~6~:6ii;.~
7

;'.~N-~i:HER souRcE 

HAS TALKE:8 WITH SEVERAL NORTHERN REFUGEE.::~:A}jo\~:Ici:: .. ~RIESTS WHO AC= CON-
·. : -~~_.,.: .. ' ,. 

2 ·• •, . 
THAT THERE \~ AS COLi...u:;: c:;' BETWEEN THE: \j .s. 'AND vc. ",· 

} •. . < " ' ': 

IT ·rs DIFFICULT TO ISOLATE CLEAR'.~c'ur··R·EASa°N.S FOR. THESE: ATTI-
. . ! ; I ; : .:. ·• .'.:, 

. . . ' . . ... . ·• · .. · ..... · . . 

T UJE S. EXPLANATIONS ADVANCED BY THE VIETNAMESE·IN 'SUPPORT OF THEIR 
' ' 

ARG U!vl ENT s ARE EITHER BASED ON MIS INFORM A /Ioi,:· :,ARE·: CL EARL y ILLOGICAL 
. . ' ~ ' . 

•,• . . . . .. ) . ,. . . . . . . . •. 

· _; r:~coNSISTENT ,' oR sor-H/ AT. LEAST TO .. T.HE.:WESTERN-:MiNo·; :·_rN SOME cAsc:s 
._.-. ·· ... ·.·, 

T;~E vr:::TNAMESE APPEAR TO .HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED_:··ay··NFLSV RADIO BRO:..)-
-~ . ' -· -..: . 

CASTS OR BY RUMORS PASSED BY VC CADRESo .~JN MANY CASES THE BELIEF'S 

APP.::AR TO SPRING FROM A ·,:ENERAL. SUSPICION OF. u.s·. ":INTENTIONS AND 

03J:.: CT IVES. THE RECENT'. SPATE. OF STORIES .IN. T.
0

HE PRESS .. ABOUT SECRET . . 

t1l~>2GTIATIONS BETWEEN THE u.s·~· AND THE NFL:Sv;:rAND:-:THE<sTRONG U.S. 
•. •. • .. ,,. -~ : .. !/ ~•. :~ .. ~r'f .. ;•. ~ I . • =, .. , 

'.JESIR2: TO SET UP A COALITION GOVERNMENT WIT.H. THE NFLSV ,. HAVE APPARENT-
. : • . · •••. • .. :; t •·•. $·:: . . ; .• .... 

LY IMP~ESSED MANY VIETNAMESE AND .MADE THEM·:·.suscEPTiiBLE TO ALLEGATIONS 
. /·. ·:. .· . 

(RLJ:rn~S) OF COLLUSIONo' 

. . 
. . . . .. ~ ··:. ·, :. .. . ,._.~ .. ~; . . ; __ ~1 . . . : ~ .:.~ . 

2 . t1 ANY VIET NAM ESE WHO ORIG ~NALL'( SHARED THE VIEW T HA l THERE 
' . . 

WAS COLLUSION BETWEEN THE UoS. AND· VC GAVE UP SUCH VIEWS WHEN CON-. . . .. •. ' . ,,•.. . ·- . 

7:-\0~:1:::J WITH OVERWHELMING EVIDENCE TO .THE ·coNTRARY~ : A VIETNAMESE PARA-
' . . 

HE FELT, AS MANY. OTHER:S:-~ID, 'THAT THE AMERICANS WERE 
. . .. . . . .. . 

.. .-··.,... . .... · .-_.·_.:-·_ .. :_:_.~, .. _, __ ·.·: _:_.-:.,.:,_·::_· .. · .. ,. . :, : .·:::. ~.=-te) 
. '.: .•.. • • ._- ·.:' • .. \ •. ·. ·. . • • I ""'\ . 
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·: .. ,, . : ::·: •. ::·. '..'F '.:_};_._:k:": :\ .. ~:/,;::,;ii:. 3.4{b)(1) 
. ' . . . :: : ............ ·:. · .. ·. :··. :. :. . . • 
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S-~-~ 
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HAY HAUE BEEN_COLLUSION7EETHEEH'U.S;‘AwnfivbfifipficES17“AN0THER SOURCE
HAS TALHED wITH SEVERAL NORTHERN REFUGEE SATHQL1¢”RRIESTS wHo Ac: cow-
vIHeES THAT THERE WAS COLEHSHET;BETwEENfTHEfp.S}*AHDIvC.“f'.”

l

2:. IT IS DIFFICULT Te ISOLATE §LEAfiédfifigfiASgNSfQR THESE ATTI-
TUSES. EXPLANATIONStVHNbED' Y IHEIVIEifiéfiééé IR SUPPORTIOF THEIR
ARSUHERTS ARE EITHER BASéb6H:MiSINFQRMAféékiflRREECLEARLXILLOGICAL
a-gIHCONSTSTENT; OR BOTH: AT LEAST To THEEHESTERH”HTNE?EIN SOHE eASES

I-—
} HE VIETNAMESE APPEAR To HAVE BEEN INFiUENCSQwBViNFL v RgDIO BROAD“.Ola—o

C") ASTS OR BY RUMORS PASSED BY vc CADRES. jgN HANY_CASES THE BELIEFS .

"l'J EAE To SPRING FROM A SENERALISUSPICION oETU;SSVINTENTIONS AND3,)
U

9
1

U0 (‘1U) CT-VES. THE RECENT SRATE:0E STORIES TR THE RRESS ABOUT SECRET
HEECTIATIOHS EETwEEN THE u.S} AND THE NFLS¥3€éflpii E SIRONG u.s.
DESIRE To SET UR'A ceALITIoH GOVERNMENT HITHSTHE ééySV§2HAVE-APPARENT-
LY IHRRESSED MANY VIETHAMESEAHDZMAQEETHfMfiéUSCEPTPBLET0 ALEEGATIOHS
TRUEORS) 0F COLLUSIONA'Ia "I. ihxv":"I'5*“Ii?fiz""I ' '

2 . MANY VIETNAMESE wHo ORIGINALLY SHARED THE VTEH THAT THERE
HAS COLLUSION BETwEEN THE USS. AND HQSAVE HR SQCHIYLEWS WHEN-CON—

?RONTED HTTH OVERwHEEHINe EVIDEHcE To THE'eeHTRARY; 7A VIETNAMESE PARA-
TROOR OFFICER SAID HE EELT.IASMANY"OTHERSIEIeéfiTHATITHEIAMERICANS WERE
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• 'SJ~R-E-T 
(clesC:ion) 

·.::. 

,I 

(dLm~m controb) - .. , ' .... 
' ' 'J 

.. :.: - .. . _ ...... 

SUPPORT ING THE VC. THE RECENT FLURRY 0~ NEWSPAPER -COMMENTS ON PEACE . ~ 

. . . . . TO 

1.S{e) 
3.4(b){1} 

NE GOT IAT IONS WER.E REPONSIBLE FOR THIS VIEW·. AFTER ·LI~ENING /THE NfLSV 
. . . . . . ,. . . .. . , 

RADIO, HOWEVER, THIS NOTION .HAS DISPELLED AS THE RADIO CLAIMED THE ATT-. . . . . . 

ACK WAS A REVOLT OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE. A .VIETNAMESE HOUSEWIFE 

SAID SHE ACCEPTED TH~ VIEW THAT THE AMERICA~S HAD SUPPORTED THE VC UNTIL 
SHE . 
/\•JITNESSED AMERICAN FORCES FIGHTING IN-~-.JHE STREETS AGAINST THE VCo 

. . ·. \ . . .... "" '""• .. _ •-. ..-
HOWEVER, OTHER VIETNAMESE CO.NTINUE TO HOLD THEIR VIEWS ABOUT U.So 

• • I • o : o • ·:•-.t ·• ~ • • • • • 

COLLUSION DESPITE THE EVIDENCE •. :_ ~ _ · · ·. 

2~. A POSSIBLE EXPLANATION FOR THESE BELIE1S IS THAT MANJ.VIET­

NAMESE HAVE BECOME CONDIT·IONED TO.THINK THAT NOTHiNG HAPPENS IN VIET-
• • ,• ., I ' 

NA)! UNLESS THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT WANTS IT TO HAPPENo WHEN 
. . . ,, . 

~VENTS TAKE PLACE THAT ARE CLEARLY COUNTER TO OUR BEST INTERESTS, 

INSTEAD OF ADMITTING_ THAT THEY WERE WR9NG, THE VIETNAMESE OFTEN PUT 

rGi1TH BIZARRE EXPLANATIONS TO EXPLAIN WHY THE U.S. WANTED DEVELOPMENTS , 

TO TAKE SUCH A SEEMINGLY UNFAVORABLE TWIST. UNABLE TO COMPREHEND 

T~AT vc RESPONSE MAY HAVE.EXCEEDED UoSo EXPECTATIONS, ·THESE VIET-.. . . . ', 

:~p,:,:E:St: INSTEAD TR.Y TO RATIONALIZE WHY THE U.So WANTED THE VC TO SUCCEED 

~VEN AT THE COST OF µ.s~ PERSONNEL AND PROPERTY,. NOT TO MENTION THE. 

COST TO A CLOSE ALLY.· ; .. • 

,.. ' 

L • SfILL, THESE ACCOUNTS SHOULD NOT BE .OVEREMPHASIZEDo 

S-E-~-, 
•. ~ ·:. • !",. ;· ...... •. . . 

;-· '.:' .·.· 
. ·: ,·•.· 

. · ... •· .·: . : .:_· · .. ·· ;- .. ·-:' .. -..... ··•·.• . -. .. : .. . : .. ::-
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SUPPOHTINO THE-VC, THE RECENT FLURRY:QE NEwsPAPERjCONNENTS ON PEACE
NEGOTIATIONS VEHE REPONSIBLE‘%0R_iBIS'ViEW;ANTER'LISffiNINGnE NFLSV
PADIO,HOVEVEP, THIS NoTION.HAS_DISPELLED AS_THE RADIO CLAIMED THE ATT-
ACH VAS A HEVOLT OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE. A VIETNAMESE HOUSEVIEE
SAID SHE.ACCEPTED THE VIEN THAT THE ANEBICANS HAD SUPPOHTED THE VC UNTIL

E7§ITNESSED AMERICAN.FOHCES EIOHIINC INATHE STREETS AGAINST THE VC.
.HOVEVEH, OTHER VIETNAMESELCONIINQENIQ:fiQLfiNffiEiR VIEWS ABOUT U.S.

COLLUSION DESPITE THE EVIDENCE,_._ 1 _ _ ' " '-
2T. A PQSSIBLE EXPLANATION EDP THESE BELIEFS IS THAT MANXLVIET-

(NAMESE HAVE SECONE CONDITIONED T0 THINK THAT NOTHINC HAPPENS IN VIET-
NAM UNLESS_THEIUNITEDSTATES COVERNNENT VANTS IT f0 HAPPEN. VHEN
EVENTS TAKE PLACE THAT ARfiiCLEARLY COUNTER TO OUR BEST INTERESTS,
INSTEAD OE ADNITTINC THAT :HEY VEHE VRONC, THE VIETNAMESE OFTEN PUT'
FORTH SIEAHHE EXPLANATIONS Tb EXPLAIN NHV THE U.S. VANTED DEVELOPMENTS
TO TAKE SUCH A SEEMINCLY_UNEAVORAELE TVIST, UNABLE TO CONPREHEND
THAT UC RESPONSE NAY HAVE EXCEEDED U.S° EXPECTATIONS, THESE VIET-
NAEESE INSTEAD TRY TO HATIONALIZE WHY THE U.S. VANTED THE VC TO SUCCEED
EVEN AT THE COST OF D,S, PERSONNEL AND PROPERTV;.NOT IO NENTION THE'
COST TO A CLosE ALLY}; . i I l. _‘ ; "‘ .: . is .. '

Er. STILL; THESEACCOUNTS SHOULD NQI BE OVEBEMEflASIZEDa. THE VAST
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c,. GO CDITIONS ' 

• S-E;,,tt-E-T 
((l:u,!~rntlon I (~t,um eontrolJ} 

---- .•,~·-.-·-- .. ··-.. 

~ .. ,.~ ·• 

. . ·•~_:;:. . .. ·: . . 

A??~:.:CIATES U.S. ACTIONS AND SACRIFICl!S.:~,,AN OLDTIME VIETNAMESE . . . 
. -

; 
1.S{c). : 
3.4(b){1) 

N;.TIONALIST POINTS OUT THAT IN !-{IS VIEW THE. VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES 
... : 

COULD NOT HAVE TURNED BACK THE VC THRUST·: :"AGAINST .THE-CAPITAL IF T HC:Y 
·, •;;._ 

HAD NOT BEEN SUPPORT ED BY U. s. · F,ORCES •. -:\tE. ·sA ID ·r HAT HIS FR I ENDS FEEL 
. : .. ·::. ~·~· . .. 

THC: SAME WAY. SOME ·souRCES EVEN CO~E·ND·J'~AT' THE u.s. CARRIED 

THE BRUNT OF THE FIG_HT AGAINST THE 'vc AN0'\1~S-RE.SPONS.IBLE FOR SAVING 
,,.• .. 

TnE CITY FROM A vc TAKEOVER. AN EX-A~VN of"FICER:B-EL,l.EVES T~HAT 
. . 

Tl-iE U.S. SHOULD BE COMMENDED FOR ITS EFFECTIVE BUT MEASURED REACTION 

TO THE vc THREAT. THIS SOURCE COMPARED·u.s.· PRUDENCE WITH THE 

F~ENCH PENCHANT FOR OVER-REACTION. HE .OBSERVED THAT THE 
. . 

. . 
M1ERICANS EMPLOYED ARTILLERY AND AIR" SUPPORT .IN SUCH A '.JAY AS TO ' 

. •. 

~iINii1IZE CIVILIAN CASUALTIES, SOM~TH;ING-:WHICH/.IN HIS OPINION, TnE 
. . 

r:x;:: NCH WOULD NEVER HAVE DONE. HOWEVER, ··sEVE:ijAL_ OT HER SOURCES 
; .' _. •1••· , ~ I ., 

,: . . 

HAVE: CRITICIZED THE U.S. FORCES FOR DESTR_OYING V_"IETN.AMESE LIVES AND 
•. • 1· . ·. 

?:=/O?EiHY IN COMBAT OPERATIONS. ALTHOUGH HARD FACTS AR£ DIFFICULT TO 

co:'1E SY, THERE ARE MANY STORIES CIRCUL.ATING ·coNCERNING THE )lm1BER 0: 
... :, . ., . . . ... : ! ·· .. ·. ~ . . .. 

CIVIL IAN CASUAL I IES, AND THE AMOUNT _or<·PRO?ERTY' DAMAGE CAUSED BY u .s. 
. . : ·~ -.-'. i;(.~·~ -~~-.. :' .. -::::·~.\~-~~: ~·~~:: .. _~_\; ·: ~ ·-: ... ·.. . 

A:=tT ILLER Y AND A IR SUP PORT MISS IONS . .,.'. ·.,:. ;.: · ., ::',· · '·-. ··· - .. · · - •. ·:. :,<;,):_:'._:_,:;;~;;·:\.;: ,-_: ... :· . . . 
27 • Fl ~LO DI SSEM: ~TATE USMACV 7fH: Al R FORCE. (DI R/JUSPAO (MR. ZORTHI AN 

~ ONLY) CI NC?AC PACFLT ARPAC PACAF. ; .. : ; \!]f i;;:::\"itJ:f ;'; 
1 

•*l 

2 ... ·• .. 
. . . . 3.4(b)(1). 

.. ·:-·: 

:.'.. 

,·:· . ·:,: :-: . -··-: ·' ~- -•--; :: . - ...... . .. .. . .. ........... , . 
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HAOORITY 0F.THE POPULATION CONTiNUES'TOE§fi§EbRT U.SI PRESENCE AND ' -;
APPRECIATES U.S. ACTIONS ANDSACRIFICESqfiAN;qLDTINE VIETNAMESE
NATIONALIST POINTS OUT THAT IN_HIS VIEN THE UTETNAHESE ARNED FORCES

' COULD NOT HAUE TURNED BACK THE VCTHRUSf€AéAIN T THEaCAPITAL IF THEY
HAD NOT BEEN SUPPORTED ST u;s.”FORCES.IQHETSAIDfTHAT HTS FRIENDS FEEL
THE SAME NAT, SONE SOURCES EVEN CONTENDfTHATiTHE3U;S.'CARRIED :
THE BRUNT OF THE FIGHT AGAINST THE US AND HAS RESPONSIBLE FOR SAVING
THE CITY FRoN AVC‘TAKEbVERE-HNEX4A3VNiUPHICE318EL15VES‘LHAT ' L///
THE U.S.SHOULD BE COMMENDED FOR iTS EFPECTIUE BUT MEASURED REACTION
TO THE UC THREAT.. THIS SOURCE COMPARED U.S{HPRUDENCEUITH THE '
FRENCH PENCHANT FOR OUER-REACTION.‘ HE'ODSERUED THAT THE _°
ANERICANS EMPLOYED ARTILLERY AND AIR SUPPORT IN SUCH A HAY AS TO '
NININIZE CIVILIAN CASUALTIES,TSOMETHJNG%WHICH;5IN HTS OPINION, THE
FRENCH NOULD NEVER HAVE DONE.. HONEUER,3SENERAL;OTHERSOURCES
HAVE CRITICIzED THEU.S. FORCES FOR DESTROTINC UTETNANESE LIVES AND
PROPERTY TN CONDAT OPERATIONS. ALTHOUGHFHARD_EACTS ARE DIEPICULT TO
CONE BY, THERE ARE MANY STORIES CIRCULATINOjCONCERNINSTHE;NUNEER OP

‘.CIUILIAN CASUALTTES, AND THE AMOUNT,OF:ERQ?ER:IiQAMAGE CAUSED BY U.S.
.0. ‘
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